Screening Checklist: Narrative

· Carefully outline the film’s plot.

1. 
Xanadu:





5.  Bernstein’s Office:

A. “No Trespassing” sign/Series of fences


A.

B. Tour of Xanadu (castle/estate)



B.

  
C. Snow globe/ “Rosebud” final word


C.

D. Snow globe breaks/Kane dies



D.


E.






E.
2.
Projection Room:




6.  Nursing Home:

A. 






A.


B. 






B

  
C. 






C.


D. 






D.

E.






E.
3.
El Rancho Nightclub:




7.  El Rancho Nightclub:

A. 






A.


B. 






B.

  
C. 






C.


D. 






D.

E. 






E.
4.
Thatcher Library:




8.  Xanadu:



A. 






A.


B. 






B.

  
C. 






C.


D. 






D.

E. 






E.

· Keep track of nondiegetic elements that seem essential to the film’s plot (voice-overs, for example). Do they seem natural and appropriate to the film, or do they appear to be “tacked on”?

· Are the plot events presented in chronological order? What is the significance of the order of plot events in the film?

· Keep track of the major events (“hubs”) and minor events (“satellites”) in the film’s plot. Are any of the satellites unnecessary to the film overall? If these satellites were removed from the film, would it be a better film? Why?

· Is any major plot event presented onscreen more than once? If so, why do you think the filmmaker has chosen to use repetition of the event? 

· Who is the film’s protagonist? Who are the major characters? Can you characterize each of them according to their depth (round characters versus flat) and motivation? 

· How does the setting of the narrative complement the other elements?

“Rosebud”

In Citizen Kane, by Orson Welles, Charles Foster Kane’s dying last word “rosebud” spurs a quest to find out who or what “rosebud” is.  Like the reporter in the film, the audience is also in search of “rosebud” as we watch the eventful life of the larger-than-life Charles Foster Kane from boyhood to old age through acquaintances’ flashbacks (notice that these memories never come from the protagonist himself).  While we do find a literal depiction of rosebud at the end of the film, it is not as simple as that; rosebud is a symbol representing something more significant to Kane.  Using examples from the film and your notes, write a strong paragraph below explaining what you believe “rosebud” really symbolizes and why you believe this.  In addition, make sure to explain in your paragraph why you believe “rosebud” is an appropriate name for this symbol.
Before we finish the film, write down your brief prediction as to who or what rosebud is without sharing with anyone else: ____________________________________________

