Curriculum Letter



Name (Please Print) __________________________
Dear Parents, Guardians, and Students:
Katella High School

Mr. Bautista

2013-2014
Introduction:  Welcome to the 2013-2014 school year at Katella High School.  This class is a standards-based course in English Language Arts.  In addition, the Expected Schoolwide Learning Results (ESLR’s) are ingrained within lessons and assignments. 

The following works will be studied, among others:

AP ENGLISH LITERATURE (First Semester):        
READING MOVIES (First Semester):               

Edith Hamilton’s Mythology



Silent Movies to Alfred Hitchcock:  1894-1960s

Oedipus Rex




(refer to Class Calendar for specific titles)


Hamlet


Romeo and Juliet





Pride and Prejudice



Assessment:  Students will be assessed by a variety of work that includes, but is not limited to the following:

AP Assessment Scale:




Reading Movies Assessment Scale:

Timed Writings/Essays:  

35%


Writings/Essays:  


30%

Quizzes/Tests:  


30%


Exams:  



30%

Reading Assignments/Class Work:  
30%


Reading Assignments/Class Work:  
30%

Participation/Presentations:  

 5%


Participation/Presentations:  

10%

Late work is not accepted (refer to attendance section regarding absences) and I do not give extra credit.  No exceptions. 

Grades will be posted online so you can check your progress.  Save all work in case there is a dispute over a score or grade; if you have no evidence I cannot change your grade.  The following grade scale will be used:

A+=98-100%  B+=88-89% 
C+=78-79%  D+=68-69%
F=59% or below

A=93-97%       B=83-87% 
C=73-77%     D=63-67% 
I do not round up
A-=90-92%      B-=80-82% 
C-=70-72%    D-=60-62%  
(89.9%=B).  
Attendance and Behavior:  Good attendance and behavior are crucial. Students are responsible for finding out what work they missed during their absence by asking at an appropriate time (before/after school or during a break). Take measures into your own hands; ignorance, whether intentional or unintentional, is not an excuse for missing assignments.  Working late or many hours is not a good excuse for bad behavior, sleeping, or missing class and assignments (Reading Movies Students Etiquette:  Wait until the bell to pack-up, limit your bathroom visits, do not “rest” your head, and no talking during our viewings).  If you plan on having many absences, please withdraw from the class immediately as it will impact your grade.

You have one day for each day of absence to make up work (Reading Movies students refer to “Important Notes”).  However, quizzes and tests must be taken on the day the student returns (before/after school or lunch) and major assignments, such as essays, reports, and projects must be turned in on the due date regardless of an excused absence.  You may email (bautista_j@auhsd.k12.ca.us) an assignment by 3:00 PM on the due date for credit ONLY if you are absent; ALL assignments should be printed BEFORE class begins.  If you e-mail an assignment due to absence you will not receive credit unless I get a hard copy within a week.              

The following consequences will be enforced if classroom rules are not followed: 

1.  Verbal Warning (tardiness and severe behavior excluded)                        

2.  Detention/Phone Call                 

3.  Administration Referral

Classroom Rules:

· Show respect at all times-this includes to your teachers, classmates, and yourself:  Profanity, foul or negative language, and disruptions will not be tolerated.  If you wish to express an idea, opinion, or statement, please make sure to raise your hand and wait to be called on. No food, drinks (except water) or gum is allowed.  Electronic devices (phones, ipods, etc.) are not allowed in the classroom and will be taken away.  A detention will also be given to students using electronic devices.  Finally, please do not pack up or start toward the door before the bell rings; don’t worry, you have plenty of time to go wherever it is you need to go.

· Be on time:  Turn in work on time (homework is due at the beginning of the period and will not be accepted later) and be in your seat by the time the bell rings.  Tardiness will be counted and the tardy policy will be enforced (one hour detention; no exceptions).

· Be prepared:  Preferably, restrooms should be used before or after class; however, if you need to step out of class for an appropriate reason please use the free student handbook provided to you at the beginning of the school year. If you lose your student handbook you will need to purchase a new one. Bring paper, pencils/pens, and assigned books (when applicable).  Failure to bring assigned books will result in a detention.  Access to a computer with Internet, Microsoft Word/PowerPoint (or other document/presentation software), and a printer is essential since many assignments need to be typed.  Finally, be prepared to obtain supporting items throughout the year.  A USB flash drive to save all your computer work will be handy.

Important Notes:

All Students:  Recommendation Letters:  Since I have not had you as a student for an entire year, it is not appropriate for me to write a letter of recommendation.  You should ask for a recommendation letter from a teacher in the past three years that thoroughly knows your character and your work.

AP Students:  Please be aware that AP students who do not maintain at least a 3.0 grade point average (“B” or higher) in this class are not performing up to the expected level required.  If you do not receive an 80% or higher in the first semester, I highly recommend you drop the course by the semester.

Reading Movies Students: Due to the nature of this course, you will be allowed one week (with an excused absence) to make up work that would be impossible to make up without watching a film shown in class (this does not apply to other assignments).  Each film is available for check-out after our class viewing on a first come-first served basis.  Finally, on ocassion we will be viewing films that are rated “R” for graphic content (for example, Schindler’s List during the first semester).  While an “R” rating restricts anyone under the age of 17 and the majority (if not all) the seniors in our class are 17 or older, I would like to have parent/guardian permission to allow a student to watch the film.  If parents/guardians do not wish to allow a student to watch a film he or she will not lose points or be penalized.  I will provide permission slips as these films come up.  If parents/guardians do not find this agreeable, you may want to withdraw your student from the course. 
If you have any questions or concerns please feel free to arrange an appointment with me before or after school by contacting Katella High School.  I look forward to an exciting year working with you.

Sincerely,
Mr. Bautista
I have read and understand the rules, procedures, and syllabus for this class.  My student will fulfill the course requirements and comply with classroom and Katella High School policies.

Parent/GuardianSignature________________________Contact Phone Number___________________

I have read and understand the rules, procedures, and syllabus for this class.  I will comply with the course/school requirements.

Student Signature_____________________________ E-Mail : ___________________________________
