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AP Novel Project 
 
Introduction 
 
For this project, you will need to choose and read a noteworthy, classic novel (one that may be a possible 
choice for the AP open question), complete a Literary Analysis, create double-entry journals throughout 
your reading, and produce  a presentation.  This should be a pleasurable experience that allows you to read 
a book on a topic that interests you, a book you have heard about, and/or a book you have always wanted to 
read. 
 
Choosing and Purchasing a Book 
 
I will provide you with a list of books to choose from, however, if you wish to choose a book outside of 
this list it must be approximately 300 or more pages, must be considered a classic, and I must approve. 
Once you have chosen your book, you will sign-up for your book.  The sign-up sheet is on a first-come, 
first-served basis, therefore, if someone has already chosen to read the book you had planned on reading, he 
or she will get priority (if there are any arguments, I will solve them based on the most compelling reason 
to read the book).  Finally, choose your book wisely (not by page number or price, but interest) and have 
fun.  If you change your mind about your book, you are responsible for getting a new book and turning all 
assignments in on time.  
 
You will need to check out from the library (since these are classic books you should have no trouble 
finding them) or purchase your book as soon as possible.  Besides Barnes and Noble (558-0028 in Santa 
Ana), there are some great used bookstores such as Bookman in Orange (538-0166).  In addition, there are 
websites, such as amazon.com, where you can purchase some of these titles for a lower price; however, be 
aware that you will need to pay by credit card and wait for shipping (order at least a week before you need 
to start reading and use 2-3 day shipping). 
 
Points 
 
Late work, incomplete work, or work that is not typed will not be accepted; no exceptions.  If you are 
absent, you must still deliver work by the due date. The points possible and due dates are as follows: 
 
Assignment Value Due Date 
Typed Book Check 1  
(Double-Entry Journal for first 50 
pages) 

______ Points  

Typed Book Check 2 
(Double-Entry Journal for pages 
51-100) 

______ Points  

Typed Book Check 3 
(Double-Entry Journal for pages 
101-150) 

______ Points  

Typed Book Check 4 
(Double-Entry Journal for pages 
151-200) 

______ Points  

Typed Book Check 5 
(Double-Entry Journal for pages 
201-250) 

______ Points  

Typed Book Check 6 
(Double-Entry Journal for pages 
251-300) 

______ Points  

Novel Literary Analysis ______ Points  
Presentation 100 Points (Participation)  
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Book Checks (Double Entry Journals) 
 
Every week, for six weeks, I will be checking your progress through double-entry journals.  You will be expected 
to read 50 pages a week.  However, much of your reading will be done outside of class so it is important that you 
do not procrastinate (if you average 10 pages a day you will easily read 50 pages at the end of the school week).  
The double-entry journal has one column titled “Quotes” that includes 2 quotes (for every 10 pages) and another 
column titled “My Thoughts,” which includes a 2-4 sentence analysis of stylistic strategies the author uses to 
convey his or her purpose.  The analysis of strategies should focus on the following stylistic devices and use 
these as headings before each analysis: Tone, Detail, Diction, Figurative Language, Imagery, Syntax, 
Characterization, and Symbols.  Finally, clearly cite your quotes using quotation marks and the page number(s) 
where you found the quote (see graphic below). [All Book Checks must be typed and use 10-12 point font size] 
 
Example: 
 
Quotes My Thoughts 

1. “All happy families resemble one another, 
but each unhappy family is unhappy in its 
own way”  (1) 

2. [Number each quote, use quotation marks, 
and cite page numbers] 

1. Syntax:  This is the famous opening line of 
the book and seems like it is setting up things 
to come. This quote uses antithesis to 
distinguish between happy families and 
unhappy families. Moreover, it distinguishes 
between different types of unhappy families.  
It seems that antithesis, or the contrast of 
ideas, and family life will be prevalent 
throughout the book. 

2. [Number each of your thoughts] 
 
 
PRESENTATION GUIDELINES 
 
Title Slide: [5 points] 

A. Title of book 
B. Your name, my name, and period 
C. (Explain why you chose your book/subject) 
D. (Discuss the title’s relevance) 

 
Biography Slide/s: [30 points] 

A. Summary of the book (assume no one has read your book and no spoilers). 
B. Discuss major people and events, but be concise (2 minutes). 
C. You may only use images (No text allowed, except for headings). 

 
Significant Quotes Slide/s: [30 points] 

A. Choose and read 2-3 significant quotes. 
B. Explain how each quote is significant (this should not be typed on your slide). 
C. (No text allowed, except for headings). 

 
Themes Slide/s: [30 points] 

A. Discuss 2 themes from your book. 
B. (Remember, a theme is not a one-word idea, such as “love” or “war”. A theme should be a 

sentence. For example, “love is blind” or “war is a waste” are both themes._ 
C. (This should be done mainly with images and very little to no text.) 

 
Recommendation Slide/s: [5 points] 

A. Who would enjoy your book?  Did you enjoy your book? 
B. You may want to discuss strengths/weaknesses of your book. 
C. (No text allowed, except for headings). 

 
 
Final Thoughts: 

• Less is More:  Less text, more images. 
• Presentation should be approximately 7 minutes. 
• Save to a USB Flash Drive. 
• E-mail an attached presentation to yourself. 
• Sign-up sheet will be provided.  
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The Adventures of Augie March by Saul Bellow 
 
Augie March is a poor Chicago boy growing up during the Great Depression. A 'born recruit', he latches on 
to a wild succession of occupations, then proudly rejects each one as too limiting. Not until he tangles with 
the glamorous Thea, a huntress with a trained eagle, is his independence seriously threatened. Luckily, his 
nature (like the eagle's) breaks down under the strain. He goes on to recruit himself to even more outlandish 
projects, but always ducks out in time to continue improvising his unconventional career. Augie March is 
the star performer in a richly observed human variety show, a modern-day Columbus in search of reality 
and fulfilment.  
 
The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain  
 
The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, tells the story of a teenaged misfit who finds himself floating on a raft 
down the Mississippi River with an escaping slave, Jim. In the course of their perilous journey, Huck and 
Jim meet adventure, danger, and a cast of characters who are sometimes menacing and often hilarious. 
 
The Age of Innocence by Edith Wharton 
 
The return of the beautiful Countess Olenska into the rigidly conventional society of New York sends 
reverberations throughout the upper reaches of society. Newland Archer, an eligible young man of the 
establishment is about to announce his engagement to May Welland, a pretty ingénue, when May's cousin, 
Countess Olenska, is introduced into their circle. The Countess brings with her an aura of European 
sophistication and a hint of scandal, having left her husband and claimed her independence. Her sorrowful 
eyes, her tragic worldliness and her air of unapproachability attract the sensitive Newland and, almost 
against their will, a passionate bond develops between them. But Archer's life has no place for passion and, 
with society on the side of May and all she stands for, he finds himself drawn into a bitter conflict between 
love and duty. 
 
Alias Grace by Margaret Atwood 
 
In 1843, a 16-year-old Canadian housemaid named Grace Marks was tried for the murder of her employer 
and his mistress. The sensationalistic trial made headlines throughout the world, and the jury delivered a 
guilty verdict. Yet opinion remained fiercely divided about Marks--was she a spurned woman who had 
taken out her rage on two innocent victims, or was she an unwilling victim herself, caught up in a crime she 
was too young to understand? Such doubts persuaded the judges to commute her sentence to life 
imprisonment, and Marks spent the next 30 years in an assortment of jails and asylums, where she was 
often exhibited as a star attraction. 
 
All the Pretty Horses by Cormac McCarthy 
 
John Grady Cole, a 16-year-old dispossessed Texan, crosses the Rio Grande into Mexico in 1949, 
accompanied by his pal Lacey Rawlins. The two precocious horsemen pick up a sidekick--a laughable but 
deadly marksman named Jimmy Blevins--encounter various adventures on their way south and finally 
arrive at a paradisiacal hacienda where Cole falls into an ill-fated romance. 
 
All the King's Men by Robert Penn Warren 
 
All the King's Men tells the story of Willie Stark, a southern-fried politician who builds support by 
appealing to the common man and playing dirty politics with the best of the back-room deal-makers. 
Though Stark quickly sheds his idealism, his right-hand man, Jack Burden -- who narrates the story -- 
retains it and proves to be a thorn in the new governor's side. Stark becomes a successful leader, but at a 
very high price, one that eventually costs him his life. 
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Anna Karenina by Leo Tolstoy 
 
With Anna Karenin, the psychological novel of the nineteenth century reached its peak. Acclaimed by 
many as the world's greatest novel, Anna Karenin provides a vast panorama of contemporary life in Russia 
and of humanity in general. In it Tolstoy uses his intense imaginative insight to create some of the most 
memorable characters in literature. Anna is a sophisticated woman who abandons her empty existence as 
the wife of Karenin and turns to Count Vronsky to fulfil her passionate nature - with tragic consequences, 
Levin is a reflection of Tolstoy himself, often expressing the author's own views and convictions. 
 
*Antigone by Sophocles 
 
The daughter of Oedipus and Jocasta, Antigone is an unconventional heroine who pits her beliefs against 
the King of Thebes in a bloody test of wills that leaves few unharmed. Emotions fly as she challenges the 
king for the right to bury her own brother. Determined but doomed, Antigone shows her inner strength 
throughout the play. Antigone raises issues of law and morality that are just as relevant today as they were 
more than two thousand years ago. 
 
*Anthony and Cleopatra by William Shakespeare 
 
As I Lay Dying by William Faulkner 
 
In the story, the members of the Bundren family must take the body of Addie, matriarch of the family, to 
the town where Addie wanted to be buried. 
 
*As You Like It by William Shakespeare 
 
*Atonement by Ian McEwan 
 
We meet 13-year-old Briony Tallis in the summer of 1935, as she attempts to stage a production of her new 
drama "The Trials of Arabella" to welcome home her older, idolized brother Leon. But she soon discovers 
that her cousins, the glamorous Lola and the twin boys Jackson and Pierrot, aren't up to the task, and 
directorial ambitions are abandoned as more interesting prospects of preoccupation come onto the scene. 
The charlady's son, Robbie Turner, appears to be forcing Briony's sister Cecilia to strip in the fountain and 
sends her obscene letters; Leon has brought home a dim chocolate magnate keen for a war to promote his 
new "Army Ammo" chocolate bar; and upstairs, Briony's migraine-stricken mother Emily keeps tabs on the 
house from her bed. Soon, secrets emerge that change the lives of everyone present.... 
 
Beloved by Toni Morrison 
 
Staring unflinchingly into the abyss of slavery, this spellbinding novel transforms history into a story as 
powerful as Exodus and as intimate as a lullaby. Sethe, its protagonist, was born a slave and escaped to 
Ohio, but eighteen years later she is still not free. She has too many memories of Sweet Home, the beautiful 
farm where so many hideous things happened. And Sethe's new home is haunted by the ghost of her baby, 
who died nameless and whose tombstone is engraved with a single word: Beloved. Filled with bitter poetry 
and suspense as taut as a rope, Beloved" is a towering achievement. 
 
*Bless Me, Ultima by Rudolfo Anaya 
 
The Blind Assassin by Margaret Atwood  
 
The Blind Assassin is a tale of two sisters, one of whom dies under ambiguous circumstances in the opening 
pages. The survivor, Iris Chase Griffen, initially seems a little cold-blooded about this death in the family. 
But as Margaret Atwood's most ambitious work unfolds--a tricky process, in fact, with several nested 
narratives and even an entire novel-within-a-novel--we're reminded of just how complicated the familial 
game of hide-and-seek can be. 
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The Bluest Eye by Toni Morrison 

Set in Lorain, Ohio, in 1941, The Bluest Eye is something of an ensemble piece. The point of view is 
passed like a baton from one character to the next, with Morrison's own voice functioning as a kind of gold 
standard throughout. The focus, though, is on an 11-year-old black girl named Pecola Breedlove, whose 
entire family has been given a cosmetic cross to bear: 

“You looked at them and wondered why they were so ugly; you looked closely and could not find the 
source. Then you realized that it came from conviction, their conviction. It was as though some mysterious 
all-knowing master had given each one a cloak of ugliness to wear, and they had each accepted it without 
question.... And they took the ugliness in their hands, threw it as a mantle over them, and went about the 
world with it.” 

There are far uglier things in the world than, well, ugliness, and poor Pecola is subjected to most of them. 
She's spat upon, ridiculed, and ultimately raped and impregnated by her own father. No wonder she yearns 
to be the very opposite of what she is--yearns, in other words, to be a white child, possessed of the blondest 
hair and the bluest eye. 

Brave New World by Aldous Huxley 

"Community, Identity, Stability" is the motto of Aldous Huxley's utopian World State. Here everyone 
consumes daily grams of soma, to fight depression, babies are born in laboratories, and the most popular 
form of entertainment is a "Feelie," a movie that stimulates the senses of sight, hearing, and touch. Though 
there is no violence and everyone is provided for, Bernard Marx feels something is missing and senses his 
relationship with a young women has the potential to be much more than the confines of their existence 
allow. Huxley foreshadowed many of the practices and gadgets we take for granted today--let's hope the 
sterility and absence of individuality he predicted aren't yet to come. 

The Brothers Karamazov by Fyodor Dostoevski 

This novel was Dostoyevsky's last and finest work, telling the story of the four Karamazov brothers—each 
with his own distinct personality and desires. Driven by intense, uncontrollable emotions of rage and 
revenge, they all become involved in the brutal murder of their despicable father. Exploring the secret 
depths of humanity's struggles and sins, Dostoyevsky unfolds a grand epic which attempts to venture into 
mankind's darkest heart, and grasp the true meaning of existence.  

Catch-22 by Joseph Heller 

There was a time when reading Joseph Heller's classic satire on the murderous insanity of war was nothing 
less than a rite of passage. Echoes of Yossarian, the wise-ass bombardier who was too smart to die but not 
smart enough to find a way out of his predicament, could be heard throughout the counterculture. As a 
result, it's impossible not to consider Catch-22 to be something of a period piece. But 40 years on, the 
novel's undiminished strength is its looking-glass logic. Again and again, Heller's characters demonstrate 
that what is commonly held to be good, is bad; what is sensible, is nonsense. 

*The Catcher in the Rye by J. D. Salinger 

Holden, knowing he is to be expelled from school, decides to leave early. He spends three days in New 
York City and tells the story of what he did and suffered there. Ever since it was first published in 1951, 
this novel has been the coming-of-age story against which all others are judged. Read and cherished by 
generations, the story of Holden Caulfield is truly one of America's literary treasures. 
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Cold Mountain by Charles Frazier 

Sorely wounded and fatally disillusioned in the fighting at Petersburg, a Confederate soldier named Inman 
decides to walk back to his home in the Blue Ridge mountains to Ada, the woman he loves. His trek across 
the disintegrating South brings him into intimate and sometimes lethal converse with slaves and marauders, 
bounty hunters and witches, both helpful and malign. At the same time, the intrepid Ada is trying to revive 
her father’s derelict farm and learning to survive in a world where the old certainties have been swept 
away. 

*The Color Purple by Alice Walker 

Celie is a poor black woman whose letters tell the story of 20 years of her life, beginning at age 14 when 
she is being abused and raped by her father and attempting to protect her sister from the same fate, and 
continuing over the course of her marriage to "Mister," a brutal man who terrorizes her. Celie eventually 
learns that her abusive husband has been keeping her sister's letters from her and the rage she feels, 
combined with an example of love and independence provided by her close friend Shug, pushes her finally 
toward an awakening of her creative and loving self. 

The Count of Monte Cristo by Alexandre Dumas 

Crime and Punishment by Fyodor Dostoevski 

Raskolnikov, a destitute and desperate former student, wanders through the slums of St Petersburg and 
commits a random murder without remorse or regret. He imagines himself to be a great man, a Napoleon: 
acting for a higher purpose beyond conventional moral law. But as he embarks on a dangerous game of cat 
and mouse with a suspicious police investigator, Raskolnikov is pursued by the growing voice of his 
conscience and finds the noose of his own guilt tightening around his neck. Only Sonya, a downtrodden 
prostitute, can offer the chance of redemption. 

*The Crucible by Arthur Miller 

Paton's deeply moving story of Zulu pastor Stephen Kumalo and his son Absalom, set against the backdrop 
of a land and people riven by racial inequality and injustice, remains the most famous and important novel 
in South Africa's history. Published to coincide with the Miramax film release in December, starring James 
Earl Jones and Richard Harris. 

Daisy Miller by Henry James 

Travelling in Europe with her family, Daisy Miller, an exquisitely beautiful young American woman, 
presents her fellow-countryman Winterbourne with a dilemma he cannot resolve.  Is she deliberately 
flouting social convention in the outspoken way she talks and acts, or is she simply ignorant of those 
conventions? When she strikes up an intimate friendship with an urbane young Italian, her flat refusal to 
observe the codes of respectable behaviour leave her perilously exposed. In Daisy Miller James created his 
first great portrait of the enigmatic and dangerously independent American woman, a figure who would 
come to dominate his later masterpieces.  

David Copperfield by Charles Dickens 

David Copperfield is the story of a young man’s adventures on his journey from an unhappy and 
impoverished childhood to the discovery of his vocation as a successful novelist. Among the gloriously 
vivid cast of characters he encounters are his tyrannical stepfather, Mr. Murdstone; his formidable aunt, 
Betsey Trotwood; the eternally humble yet treacherous Uriah Heep; frivolous, enchanting Dora; and the 
magnificently impecunious Micawber, one of literature’s great comic creations. In David Copperfield—the 
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novel he described as his “favorite child”—Dickens drew revealingly on his own experiences to create one 
of his most exuberant and enduringly popular works, filled with tragedy and comedy in equal measure. 

Death of a Salesman by Arthur Miller 

Willy Loman, the protagonist of Death of a Salesman, has spent his life following the American way, living 
out his belief in salesmanship as a way to reinvent himself. But somehow the riches and respect he covets 
have eluded him. At age sixty-three, he searches for the moment his life took a wrong turn, the moment of 
betrayal that undermined his relationship with his wife and destroyed his relationship with Biff, the son in 
whom he invested his faith. Willy lives in a fragile world of elaborate excuses and daydreams, conflating 
past and present in a desperate attempt to make sense of himself and of a world that once promised so 
much. 

*Don Quixote by Miguel de Cervantes 

Don Quixote has become so entranced reading tales of chivalry that he decides to turn knight errant 
himself. In the company of his faithful squire, SanchoPanza, these exploits blossom in all sorts of 
wonderful ways. While Quixote's fancy often leads him astray—he tilts at windmills, imagining them to be 
giants—Sancho acquires cunning and a certain sagacity. Sane madman and wise fool, they roam the world 
together-and together they have haunted readers' imaginations for nearly four hundred years. 

Doctor Zhivago by Boris Paternak  

Dracula by Bram Stoker 

East of Eden by John Steinbeck 

The masterpiece of Steinbeck's later years, East of Eden is the powerful and vastly ambitious novel that is 
both family saga and a modern retelling of the book of Genesis.  

Emma by Jane Austen 

Beautiful, clever, rich—and single—Emma Woodhouse is perfectly content with her life and sees no need 
for either love or marriage. Nothing, however, delights her more than interfering in the romantic lives of 
others. But when she ignores the warnings of her good friend Mr. Knightley and attempts to arrange a 
suitable match for her protegee Harriet Smith, her carefully laid plans soon unravel and have consequences 
that she never expected. With its imperfect but charming heroine and its witty and subtle exploration of 
relationships, Emma is often seen as Jane Austen's most flawless work. 

Ethan Frome by Edith Wharton 

The classic novel of despair, forbidden emotion, and sexual undercurrents set against the austere New 
England countryside Ethan Frome works his unproductive farm and struggles to maintain a bearable 
existence with his difficult, suspicious, and hypochondriac wife, Zeenie. But when Zeenie's vivacious 
cousin enters their household as a "hired girl," Ethan finds himself obsessed with her and with the 
possibilities for happiness she comes to represent. In one of American fiction's finest and most intense 
narratives, Edith Wharton moves this ill-starred trio toward their tragic destinies. Different in both tone and 
theme from Wharton's other works, Ethan Frome has become perhaps her most enduring and widely read 
book 
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A Farewell to Arms by Ernest Hemingway 

This is the story of Lieutenant Henry, an American, and Catherine Barkley, a British nurse. The two meet 
in Italy, and almost immediately Hemingway sets up the central tension of the novel: the tenuous nature of 
love in a time of war. 

Fences by August Wilson 

The author of the 1984-85 Broadway season's best play, Ma Rainey's Black Bottom, returns with another 
powerful, stunning dramatic work that has won him new critical acclaim and the Pulitzer Prize. The 
protagonist of Fences, Troy Maxson, is a strong man, a hard man. He has had to be-to survive. For Troy 
Maxson has gone through life in an America where to be proud and black was to face pressures that could 
crush a man, body and soul. But now the 1950s are yielding to the new spirit of liberation in the 1960s... a 
spirit that is changing the world Troy Maxson has learned to deal with the only way he can...a spirit that is 
making him a stranger, angry and afraid, in a world he never knew and to a wife and son he understands 
less and less 

The Fortunes and Misfortunes of the Famous Moll Flanders by Daniel Defoe 
 
Born and abandoned in Newgate Prison, Moll Flanders is forced to make her own way in life.  She duly 
embarks on a career that includes husband-hunting, incest, bigamy, prostitution and pick-pocketing, until 
her crimes eventually catch up with her. One of the earliest and most vivid female narrators in the history 
of the English novel, Moll recounts her adventures with irresistible wit and candour—and enough guile that 
the reader is left uncertain whether she is ultimately a redeemed sinner or a successful opportunist. 

Frankenstein by Mary Shelley 

The story of Frankenstein (1818) and the monster he created is as spine-chilling today as it ever was; as in 
all Gothic novels, horror is the keynote. 

The Glass Menagerie by Tennessee Williams 

Go Tell It on the Mountain by James Baldwin 

Using as a frame the spiritual and moral awakening of 14-year-old John Grimes during a Saturday night 
service in a Harlem storefront church, Baldwin lays bare the secrets of a tormented black family during the 
depression. John's parents, praying beside him, both wrestle with the ghosts of their sinful pasts--Gabriel, a 
preacher of towering hypocrisy, fathered an illegitimate child during his first marriage down South and 
refused to recognize his doomed bastard son; Elizabeth fell in love with a charming, free-spirited young 
man, followed him to New York, became pregnant with his son, and lost him before she could reveal her 
condition. 

Going After Cacciato by Tim O'Brien 

In Tim O'Brien's novel Going After Cacciato the theater of war becomes the theater of the absurd as a 
private deserts his post in Vietnam, intent on walking 8,000 miles to Paris for the peace talks. The 
remaining members of his squad are sent after him, but what happens then is anybody's guess: "The facts 
were simple: They went after Cacciato, they chased him into the mountains, they tried hard. They cornered 
him on a small grassy hill. They surrounded the hill. They waited through the night. And at dawn they shot 
the sky full of flares and then they moved in.... That was the end of it. The last known fact. What remained 
were possibilities." 

Gone With the Wind by Margaret Mitchell 
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The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck 

This Pulitzer Prize-winning epic of the Great Depression follows the western movement of one family and 
a nation in search of work and human dignity. 

*Great Expectations by Charles Dickens 

In the marshy mists of a village churchyard, a tiny orphan boy named Pip is suddenly terrified by a 
shivering, limping convict on the run. Years later, a supremely arrogant young Pip boards the coach to 
London where, by the grace of a mysterious benefactor, he will join the ranks of the idle rich and "become 
a gentleman." Finally, in the luminous mists of the village at evening, Pip the man meets Estella, his 
dazzingly beautiful tormentor, in a ruined garden--and lays to rest all the heartaches and illusions that his 
"great expectations" have brought upon him. Dickens's biographer, Edgar H. Johnson, has said that--except 
for the author's last-minute tampering with his original ending--"Great Expectations is "the most perfectly 
constructed and perfectly written of all Dickens's works." In John Irving's Introduction to this edition, the 
novelist takes the view that Dickens's revised ending is "far more that mirror of the quality of trust in the 
novel as a whole." 

*The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald 

The exemplary novel of the Jazz Age, F. Scott Fitzgeralds' third book, The Great Gatsby (1925), stands as 
the supreme achievement of his career. T. S. Eliot read it three times and saw it as the "first step" American 
fiction had taken since Henry James; H. L. Mencken praised "the charm and beauty of the writing," as well 
as Fitzgerald's sharp social sense; and Thomas Wolfe hailed it as Fitzgerald's "best work" thus far. The 
story of the fabulously wealthy Jay Gatsby and his love for the beautiful Daisy Buchanan, of lavish parties 
on Long Island at a time when, The New York Times remarked, "gin was the national drink and sex the 
national obsession," it is an exquisitely crafted tale of America in the 1920s that resonates with the power 
of myth. A novel of lyrical beauty yet brutal realism, of magic, romance, and mysticism, The Great Gatsby 
is one of the great classics of twentieth-century literature. 

Gulliver's Travels by Jonathan Swift 

Shipwrecked castaway Lemuel Gulliver's encounters with the petty, diminutive Lilliputians, the crude 
giants of Brobdingnag, the abstracted scientists of Laputa, the philosophical Houyhnhnms, and the brutish 
Yahoos give him new, bitter insights into human behavior. Swift's fantastic and subversive book remains 
supremely relevant in our own age of distortion, hypocrisy, and irony. 

*Hamlet by William Shakespeare 

Hamlet feels a responsibility to avenge his father’s murder by his uncle Claudius, but Claudius is now the 
king and thus well protected. Moreover, Hamlet struggles with his doubts about whether he can trust the 
ghost and whether killing Claudius is the appropriate thing to do. 

Hard Times by Charles Dickens 

The 'terrible mistake' was the contemporary utilitarian philosophy, expounded in Hard Times (1854) as the 
Philosophy of Fact by the hard-headed disciplinarian Thomas Gradgrind. But the novel, Dickens's shortest, 
is more than a polemical tract for the times; the tragic story of Louisa Gradgrind and her father is one of 
Dickens's triumphs. When Louisa, trapped in a loveless marriage, falls prey to an idle seducer, the crisis 
forces her father to reconsider his cherished system. Yet even as the development of the story reflects 
Dickens's growing pessimism about human nature and society, Hard Times marks his return to the theme 
which had made his early works so popular: the amusements of the people. Sleary's circus represents 
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Dickens's most considered defence of the necessity of entertainment, and infuses the novel with the good 
humour which has ensured its appeal to generations of readers. 

Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad 

The narrator, Marlow, describes a journey he took on an African river. Assigned by an ivory company to 
take command of a cargo boat stranded in the interior, Marlow makes his way through the treacherous 
forest, witnessing the brutalization of the natives by white traders and hearing tantalizing stories of a Mr. 
Kurtz, the company's most successful representative. He reaches Kurtz's compound in a remote outpost 
only to see a row of human heads mounted on poles. In this alien context, unbound by the strictures of his 
own culture, Kurtz has exchanged his soul for a bloody sovereignty, but a mortal illness is bringing his 
reign of terror to a close. As Marlow transports him downriver, Kurtz delivers an arrogant and empty 
explanation of his deeds as a visionary quest. 

*Henry IV, Parts I and II by William Shakespeare 

Beginning with the madcap adventures of Prince Hal in "Henry IV, " "Part I," through spectacular battles 
and tender love scenes in "Henry IV, Part II," and concluding with his reign as the ideal monarch in "Henry 
V, " Shakespeare masterfully combines comedy and actual events from 15th-century England in these 3 
outstanding plays. Also includes the ever-villainous "Richard III." 

The Hunchback of Notre Dame by Victor Hugo 

The Iliad by Homer 

One of the foremost achievements in Western literature, Homer's Iliad tells the story of the darkest episode 
of the Trojan War. At its center is Achilles, the greatest warrior-champion of the Greeks, and his conflict 
with his leader Agamemnon. Interwoven in the tragic sequence of events are powerfully moving 
descriptions of the ebb and flow of battle, the besieged city of Ilium, the feud between the gods, and the 
fate of mortals. 

*The Importance of Being Earnest by Oscar Wilde 

Oscar Wilde's "trivial play for serious people" is a sparkling comedy of manners. This hilariously absurd 
satire pits sincerity against style, barbed witticisms against ostentatious elegance. Wilde's brilliantly 
constructed plot and famous dialogue enrich the appeal of his celebrated characters, as he turns accepted 
ideas inside out and situations upside down in this, his masterpiece. 

Invisible Man by Ralph Ellison 

Invisible Man is a milestone in American literature, a book that has continued to engage readers since its 
appearance in 1952. A first novel by an unknown writer, it remained on the bestseller list for sixteen weeks, 
won the National Book Award for fiction, and established Ralph Ellison as one of the key writers of the 
century. The nameless narrator of the novel describes growing up in a black community in the South, 
attending a Negro college from which he is expelled, moving to New York and becoming the chief 
spokesman of the Harlem branch of "the Brotherhood", and retreating amid violence and confusion to the 
basement lair of the Invisible Man he imagines himself to be 

Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte 

Orphaned into the household of her Aunt Reed at Gateshead and subject to the cruel regime at Lowood 
charity school, Jane Eyre nonetheless emerges unbroken in spirit and integrity. She takes up the post of 
governess at Thornfield Hall, falls in love with Mr. Rochester, and discovers the impediment to their lawful 
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marriage in a story that transcends melodrama to portray a woman’s passionate search for a richer life than 
that traditionally allowed women in Victorian society.With a heroine full of yearning, the dangerous secrets 
she encounters, and the choices she finally makes, Charlotte Brontë's innovative and enduring romantic 
novel continues to engage and provoke readers. 

*The Joy Luck Club by Amy Tan 

Four mothers, four daughters, four families whose histories shift with the four winds depending on who's 
"saying" the stories. In 1949 four Chinese women, recent immigrants to San Francisco, begin meeting to 
eat dim sum, play mahjong, and talk. United in shared unspeakable loss and hope, they call themselves the 
Joy Luck Club. Rather than sink into tragedy, they choose to gather to raise their spirits and money. "To 
despair was to wish back for something already lost. Or to prolong what was already unbearable." Forty 
years later the stories and history continue. With wit and sensitivity, Amy Tan examines the sometimes 
painful, often tender, and always deep connection between mothers and daughters. As each woman reveals 
her secrets, trying to unravel the truth about her life, the strings become more tangled, more entwined. 
Mothers boast or despair over daughters, and daughters roll their eyes even as they feel the inextricable 
tightening of their matriarchal ties. Tan is an astute storyteller, enticing readers to immerse themselves into 
these lives of complexity and mystery. 

*Julius Caesar by William Shakespeare 

Cassius’s death (V.iii), upon ordering his servant, Pindarus, to stab him, marks the point at which it 
becomes clear that the murdered Caesar has been avenged, and that Cassius, Brutus, and the other 
conspirators have lost in their attempt to keep Rome a republic rather than an empire. Ironically, the 
conspirators’ defeat is not yet as certain as Cassius believes, but his death helps bring about defeat for his 
side. 

The Jungle by Upton Sinclair  

"There would be meat that had tumbled out on the floor, in the dirt and sawdust, where the workers had 
tramped and spit uncounted billions of consumption germs. There would be meat stored in great piles in 
rooms; and the water from leaky roofs would drip over it, and thousands of rats would race about on 
it...These rats were nuisances, and the packers would put poisoned bread out for them; they would die, and 
then rats, bread, and meat would go into the hoppers together."  

To gather material for a novel about industrial corruption, Upton Sinclair (18781968) lived for a time in the 
meatpacking district of Chicago. He talked to workers, foremen, and bosses; he toured the plants; and he 
took copious notes. Out of this research came the story of Jurgis Rudkus, a Lithuanian immigrant who 
struggles to live and work in the urban jungle.  

Sinclair hoped his book would spark a social revolution; instead, it inspired the Pure Food and Drug Act, 
and thereby made America's food supply immeasurably safer. 

*King Lear by William Shakespeare 

The main plot deals with the head of the royal family, King Lear of Britain. Lear has three daughters: 
Cordelia, Goneril and Regan. The oldest, Goneril, is married to the Duke of Albany. The middle child, 
Regan, is married to the Duke of Cornwall. Cordelia, the youngest, has two potential suitors, the King of 
France and the Duke of Burgundy. The Fool is a major character in the head family, serving as the king's 
foremost right-hand man. 

Within the plot, another story weaves its way. It is headed by the Earl of Gloucester, a member of Lear's 
court. Gloucester has two sons: the elder, legitimate son, Edgar, and the younger, illegitimate son, Edmund. 
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The plot opens at King Lear's retirement. Lear has decided to give up the throne and divide his kingdom 
among his daughters. Before allotting the portions of the kingdom, Lear asks each of his daughters to 
profess her love for him in the best way she knows how. Doing so will guarantee each girl her portion of 
the entitlement. While Goneril and Regan delve into expressions of adoration for their father, Cordelia 
remains speechless, saying that words cannot express her love. 

*The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseinii 

An epic tale of fathers and sons, of friendship and betrayal, that takes us from Afghanistan in the final days 
of the monarchy to the atrocities of the present.  

The unforgettable, heartbreaking story of the unlikely friendship between a wealthy boy and the son of his 
father's servant, The Kite Runner is a beautifully crafted novel set in a country that is in the process of being 
destroyed. It is about the power of reading, the price of betrayal, and the possibility of redemption, and it is 
also about the power of fathers over sons-their love, their sacrifices, their lies. 

Les Miserables by Victor Hugo 

*Macbeth by William Shakespeare 

Madame Bovary by Gustave Flaubert 

Flaubert's masterpiece - a landmark in European literature. For this novel of French bourgeois life in all its 
inglorious banality, Flaubert invented a paradoxically original and wholly modern style. His heroine, 
Emma Bovary, a bored provincial housewife, abandons her husband to pursue the libertine Rodolphe in a 
desperate love affair. A succès de scandale in its day, Madame Bovary remains a powerful and arousing 
novel. 

*The Merchant of Venice by William Shakespeare 

Moby Dick by Herman Melville 

Over a century and a half after its publication, Moby-Dick still stands as an indisputable literary classic. It 
is the story of an eerily compelling madman pursuing an unholy war against a creature as vast and 
dangerous and unknowable as the sea itself. But more than just a novel of adventure, more than an 
encyclopedia of whaling lore and legend, Moby-Dick is a haunting, mesmerizing, and important social 
commentary populated with several of the most unforgettable and enduring characters in literature. Written 
with wonderfully redemptive humor, Moby-Dick is a profound and timeless inquiry into character, faith, 
and the nature of perception. 

My Antonia by Willa Cather 

Willa Cather's My Antonia is considered one of the most significant American novels of the twentieth 
century. Set during the great migration west to settle the plains of the North American continent, the 
narrative follows Antonia Shimerda, a pioneer who comes to Nebraska as a child and grows with the 
country, inspiring a childhood friend, Jim Burden, to write her life story. The novel is important both for its 
literary aesthetic and as a portrayal of important aspects of American social ideals and history, particularly 
the centrality of migration to American culture. 

*The Namesake by Jhumpa Lahiri 
 
Hopscotching across 25 years, it begins when newlyweds Ashoke and Ashima Ganguli emigrate to 
Cambridge, Mass., in 1968, where Ashima immediately gives birth to a son, Gogol-a pet name that 
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becomes permanent when his formal name, traditionally bestowed by the maternal grandmother, is posted 
in a letter from India, but lost in transit. Ashoke becomes a professor of engineering, but Ashima has a 
harder time assimilating, unwilling to give up her ties to India. A leap ahead to the '80s finds the teenage 
Gogol ashamed of his Indian heritage and his unusual name, which he sheds as he moves on to college at 
Yale and graduate school at Columbia, legally changing it to Nikhil.  
 
Native Son by Richard Wright 
 
After 58 years in print, Wright's Native Son has acquired classic status. It has not, however, lost its power 
to shock or provoke controversy. Bigger Thomas is a young black man in 1940s Chicago who accidentally 
kills the daughter of his wealthy white employer. He tries to frame the young woman's fiance? for the crime 
and attempts to extort ransom from the victim's family, but his guilt is discovered, and he is forced into 
hiding. After a terrifying manhunt, he is arrested and brought to trial. Though his fate is certain, he finds 
that his crimes have given meaning and energy to his previously aimless life, and he goes to his execution 
unrepentant. Wright avoids the trap of making his hero a martyr, for Bigger is a vicious and violent bully. 
But out of this tale the author develops a profoundly disturbing image of racism and its results that puts 
Bigger's experience in horrifying perspective.  
 
1984 by George Orwell  
 
Among the seminal texts of the 20th century, Nineteen Eighty-Four is a rare work that grows more 
haunting as its futuristic purgatory becomes more real. Published in 1949, the book offers political satirist 
George Orwell's nightmare vision of a totalitarian, bureaucratic world and one poor stiff's attempt to find 
individuality. The brilliance of the novel is Orwell's prescience of modern life--the ubiquity of television, 
the distortion of the language--and his ability to construct such a thorough version of hell. Required reading 
for students since it was published, it ranks among the most terrifying novels ever written. 
 
*The Odyssey by Homer 
 
The Odyssey is, quite simply, the story of Odysseus, who wants to go home. But Poseidon, god of oceans, 
doesn't want him to make it back across the wine-dark sea to his wife, Penelope, son, Telemachus, and their 
high-roofed home at Ithaca. The story is told in easy-going, beautiful poetry; the characters speak naturally, 
the action happens briskly. Even the gods come across as real people, despite the divine powers they 
exercise constantly. Both works have been hailed by scholars and the public for the powerful language that 
brings clashing, pulsing life to these ancient masterpieces 
 
*Oedipus Rex by Sophocles  
 
The first drama in the Oedipus Trilogy, "Oedipus Rex", is the tragic tale of Oedipus who has accidentally 
killed his father and married his mother. One of the most widely read of all Greek tragedies, "Oedipus 
Rex", stands as one of not only the greatest dramas from classical antiquity but as one of the greatest 
dramas of all time. Its influence on literature and theatre cannot be overstated and it is as compelling today 
as when it was first performed. 
 
*Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck 
 
It is oddly absorbing - this picture of the strange friendship between the strong man and the giant with the 
mind of a not-quite-bright child. Driven from job to job by the failure of the giant child to fit into the social 
pattern, they finally find - in a ranch - what they feel their chance to achieve a homely dream they have 
built. But once again, society defeats them. There's a simplicity, a directness, a poignancy in the story that 
gives it a singular power, difficult to define. Steinbeck is a genius - and an original. 
 
Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens 
 
The story of the orphan Oliver, who runs away from the workhouse only to be taken in by a den of thieves, 
shocked readers when it was first published. Dickens's tale of childhood innocence beset by evil depicts the 
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dark criminal underworld of a London peopled by vivid and memorable characters—the arch-villain Fagin, 
the artful Dodger, the menacing Bill Sikes and the prostitute Nancy. Combining elements of Gothic 
Romance, the Newgate Novel and popular melodrama, Dickens created an entirely new kind of fiction, 
scathing in its indictment of a cruel society, and pervaded by an unforgettable sense of threat and mystery.  
 
On The Road by Jack Keroack 
 
Kerouac's quintessential novel of America and the Beat Generation.  On the Road chronicles Jack 
Kerouac's years traveling the North American continent with his friend Neal Cassady, "a sideburned hero 
of the snowy West." As "Sal Paradise" and "Dean Moriarty," the two roam the country in a quest for self-
knowledge and experience. Kerouac's love of America, his compassion for humanity, and his sense of 
language as jazz combine to make On the Road an inspirational work of lasting importance. Kerouac’s 
classic novel of freedom and longing defined what it meant to be “Beat” and has inspired every generation 
since its initial publication more than forty years ago. 
 
One Hundred Years of Solitude by Gabriel Garcia Marquez 
 
The story follows 100 years in the life of Macondo, a village founded by José Arcadio Buendía and 
occupied by descendants all sporting variations on their progenitor's name: his sons, José Arcadio and 
Aureliano, and grandsons, Aureliano José, Aureliano Segundo, and José Arcadio Segundo. Then there are 
the women--the two Úrsulas, a handful of Remedios, Fernanda, and Pilar--who struggle to remain grounded 
even as their menfolk build castles in the air. If it is possible for a novel to be highly comic and deeply 
tragic at the same time, then One Hundred Years of Solitude does the trick. Civil war rages throughout, 
hearts break, dreams shatter, and lives are lost, yet the effect is literary pentimento, with sorrow's outlines 
bleeding through the vibrant colors of García Márquez's magical realism. 
 
One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest by Ken Kesey 
 
Boisterous, ribald, and ultimately shattering, Ken Kesey’s One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest is the seminal 
novel of the 1960s that has left an indelible mark on the literature of our time. Here is the unforgettable 
story of a mental ward and its inhabitants, especially the tyrannical Big Nurse Ratched and Randle Patrick 
McMurphy, the brawling, fun-loving new inmate who resolves to oppose her. We see the struggle through 
the eyes of Chief Bromden, the seemingly mute half-Indian patient who witnesses and understands 
McMurphy’s heroic attempt to do battle with the awesome powers that keep them all imprisoned. 
 
*Othello by William Shakespeare  
 
As a play, "Othello" encompasses many things but more than anything else it is a study of pure evil. 
Although Othello is an accomplished professional soldier and a hero of sorts, he is also a minority and an 
outcast in many ways. As a Black man and a Moor (which means he's a Moslem), Othello has at least two 
qualities, which make him stand out in the Elizabethan world. He is also married to a Caucasian woman 
named Desdemona, which creates an undercurrent of hostility as evidenced by the derogatory remark "the 
ram hath topped the ewe". 
 
The Picture of Dorian Gray by Oscar Wilde 
 
Enthralled by his own exquisite portrait, Dorian Gray makes a Faustian bargain to sell his soul in exchange 
for eternal youth and beauty. Under the influence of Lord Henry Wotton, he is drawn into a corrupt double 
life, where he is able to indulge his desires while remaining a gentleman in the eyes of polite society. Only 
Dorian's picture bears the traces of his decadence. 
 
*Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen 
 
English literature's most beloved comedy of manners. Few have failed to be charmed by the witty and 
independent spirit of Elizabeth Bennet. Her early determination to dislike Mr. Darcy is a prejudice only 



 15 

matched by the folly of his arrogant pride. Their first impressions give way to true feelings in a comedy 
profoundly concerned with happiness and how it might be achieved. 
 
*Pygmalion by George Bernard Shaw 
 
George Bernard Shaw uses of wit and insight into England's 1800s arrogant class system to show class is 
not bred, but made, and the highest class of people see no class at all, being humble enough to know we are 
equals. Shaw's "Pygmalion" was not written just to add to his wallet with its publication, but to influence 
society, much the same as Charles Dickens "Oliver Twist" and "David Copperfield" have. 
 
A Raisin in the Sun by Lorraine Hansberry 
 
"A Raisin in the Sun," the play by Lorraine Hansberry, was produced in New York City in 1959. Hansberry 
creates the story of the Youngers, a struggling African-American family whose members deal with poverty, 
racism, and painful conflict among themselves as they reach for a better life. The Youngers are, in my 
opinion, one of the most unforgettable families in United States literature. Hansberry balances grim drama, 
comic moments, and redemptive love as the play unfolds. 
 
Robinson Crusoe by Daniel Defoe 
 
Who has not dreamed of life on an exotic isle, far away from civilization? Here is the novel which has 
inspired countless imitations by lesser writers, none of which equal the power and originality of Defoe's 
famous book. Robinson Crusoe, set ashore on an island after a terrible storm at sea, is forced to make do 
with only a knife, some tobacco, and a pipe. He learns how to build a canoe, make bread, and endure 
endless solitude. That is, until, twenty-four years later, when he confronts another human being. First 
published in 1719, Robinson Crusoe has been praised by such writers as James Joyce, Virginia Woolf, and 
Samuel Johnson as one of the greatest novels in the English language. 
 
*Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare 
 
The beloved classic by William Shakespeare. "Good night, good night! Parting is such sweet sorrow, that I 
shall say good night till it be morrow. Sleep dwell upon thine eyes, peace in thy breast! Would I were sleep 
and peace, so sweet to rest!" 
 
A Room with a View by E. M. Forster 
 
A Room with a View depicts the story of  a young Englishwoman's adventure trying to come to grips with 
the conflict between her desires and society's expectations. Lucy Honeychurch is a well-bred young middle 
class girl on holiday in radiant Florence. She comes from a family overconcerned with respectability and is 
therefore overprotected by a dessicated spinster named Charlotte Bartlett. One wonders if Forster had in 
mind a more famous Charlotte B. when he drew Lucy's protector, a woman "much discomfited by [any] 
unpleasant scene[s]." Forster playfully tosses barbs at this don't-let-the-servants-hear-you world the English 
try to maintain on foreign soil. Less playful with sanctimonious Puritans or hypocritical clergymen, Forster 
lets them foil themselves 
. 
Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are Dead by Tom Stoppard 
 
Acclaimed as a modern dramatic masterpiece, "Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are Dead" is the fabulously 
inventive tale of "Hamlet" as told from the worm's-eye view of the bewildered Rosencrantz and 
Guildenstern, two minor characters in Shakespeare's play. In Tom Stoppard's best-known work, this 
Shakespearean Laurel and Hardy finally get a chance to take the lead role, but do so in a world where 
echoes of "Waiting for Godot" resound, where reality and illusion intermix, and where fate leads our two 
heroes to a tragic but inevitable end. 
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The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne 
 
"The Scarlet Letter" is a timeless tale of passion and revenge, guilt and grace, sin and redemption. It 
cemented Nathaniel Hawthorne's reputation as America's greatest writer of fiction. This is a beautiful, new, 
top-quality edition of Hawthorne's masterwork. 
 
Sense and Sensibility by Jane Austen 
 
Marianne Dashwood wears her heart on her sleeve, and when she falls in love with the dashing but 
unsuitable John Willoughby she ignores her sister Elinor's warning that her impulsive behaviour leaves her 
open to gossip and innuendo. Meanwhile Elinor, always sensitive to social convention, is struggling to 
conceal her own romantic disappointment, even from those closest to her. Through their parallel experience 
of love—and its threatened loss—the sisters learn that sense must mix with sensibility if they are to find 
personal happiness in a society where status and money govern the rules of love. 
 
A Separate Peace by John Knowles 
 
After his best friend is crippled in an accident that he may have caused, a 16-year-old prep school student 
struggles with guilt and responsibility. 
 
Sister Carrie by Theodore Dreiser 
 
This epic of urban life tells of small- town heroine Carrie Meeber, adrift in an indifferent Chicago. Setting 
out, she has nothing but a few dollars and an unspoiled beauty. Hers is a story of struggle— from 
sweatshop to stage success—and of the love she inspires in an older, married man whose obsession with 
her threatens to destroy him. 
 
Slaughterhouse Five by Kurt Vonnegut 
 
Kurt Vonnegut's absurdist classic Slaughterhouse-Five introduces us to Billy Pilgrim, a man who becomes 
unstuck in time after he is abducted by aliens from the planet Tralfamadore. In a plot-scrambling display of 
virtuosity, we follow Pilgrim simultaneously through all phases of his life, concentrating on his (and 
Vonnegut's) shattering experience as an American prisoner of war who witnesses the firebombing of 
Dresden. 
 
Song of Solomon by Toni Morrison 
 
Morrison's earthy, poetic voice compliments perfectly the fantastical and mythical elements of Song Of 
Soloman. A world where fathers fly in clouds of rose petals, and women can cast spells. The text is 
perfectly suited for an audio rendition - as poetry, songs and the spoken word feature so heavily in the 
book. 
 
The Stranger by Albert Camus 
 
Stranger:  A man who leads a meaningless life suddenly confronts his own mortality after committing a 
pointless murder and being sentenced to death. 
 
*A Streetcar Named Desire by Tennessee Williams 
 
It is a very short list of 20th-century American plays that continue to have the same power and impact as 
when they first appeared—57 years after its Broadway premiere, Tennessee Williams' A Streetcar Named 
Desire is one of those plays. The story famously recounts how the faded and promiscuous Blanche DuBois 
is pushed over the edge by her sexy and brutal brother-in-law, Stanley Kowalski. Streetcar launched the 
careers of Marlon Brando, Jessica Tandy, Kim Hunter and Karl Malden, and solidified the position of 
Tennessee Williams as one of the most important young playwrights of his generation, as well as that of 
Elia Kazan as the greatest American stage director of the '40s and '50s. 
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The Sun Also Rises by Ernest Hemingway 
 
The Sun Also Rises first appeared in 1926, and yet it's as fresh and clean and fine as it ever was, maybe 
finer. Hemingway's famously plain declarative sentences linger in the mind like poetry: "Brett was damned 
good-looking. She wore a slipover jersey sweater and a tweed skirt, and her hair was brushed back like a 
boy's. She started all that." His cast of thirtysomething dissolute expatriates--Brett and her drunken fiancé, 
Mike Campbell, the unhappy Princeton Jewish boxer Robert Cohn, the sardonic novelist Bill Gorton--are 
as familiar as the "cool crowd" we all once knew. No wonder this quintessential lost-generation novel has 
inspired several generations of imitators, in style as well as lifestyle. 
 
A Tale of Two Cities by Charles Dickens 
 
After eighteen years as a political prisoner in the Bastille the aging Dr Manette is finally released and 
reunited with his daughter in England. There two very different men, Charles Darnay, an exiled French 
aristocrat, and Sydney Carton, a disreputable but brilliant English lawyer, become enmeshed through their 
love for Lucie Manette. From the tranquil lanes of London, they are all drawn against their will to the 
vengeful, bloodstained streets of Paris at the height of the Reign of Terror and soon fall under the lethal 
shadow of La Guillotine. 
 
*The Tempest by William Shakespeare 
 
Tess of the D'Urbervilles by Thomas Hardy 
 
Thomas HardyIn Tess, a woman victimized by lust, poverty, and hypocrisy, Thomas Hardy created no 
standard Victorian heroine, but a woman whose intense vitality flares unforgettably against the bleak 
background of a dying rural society. Shaped by an acute sense of social injustice and by a vision of human 
fate cosmic in scope, her story is a singular blending of harsh realism and indelibly poignant beauty. The 
novel shocked its Victorian audience with its honesty; it remains a triumph of literary art and a timeless 
commentary on the human condition. 
 
Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zorah Neale Hurston 
 
Of Hurston's fiction, Their Eyes Were Watching God is arguably the best-known and perhaps the most 
controversial. The novel follows the fortunes of Janie Crawford, a woman living in the black town of 
Eaton, Florida. Hurston sets up her characters and her locale in the first chapter, which, along with the last, 
acts as a framing device for the story of Janie's life. Unlike Wright and Ralph Ellison,  Hurston does not 
write explicitly about black people in the context of a white world--a fact that earned her scathing criticism 
from the social realists--but she doesn't ignore the impact of black-white relations either. 
 
The Things They Carried by Tim O'Brien 
 
"They carried all the emotional baggage of men who might die. Grief, terror, love, longing--these were 
intangibles, but the intangibles had their own mass and specific gravity, they had tangible weight. They 
carried shameful memories. They carried the common secret of cowardice.... Men killed, and died, because 
they were embarrassed not to." 
 
*To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee  
 
Set in the small Southern town of Maycomb, Alabama, during the Depression, To Kill a Mockingbird 
follows three years in the life of 8-year-old Scout Finch, her brother, Jem, and their father, Atticus--three 
years punctuated by the arrest and eventual trial of a young black man accused of raping a white woman. 
Though her story explores big themes, Harper Lee chooses to tell it through the eyes of a child. The result 
is a tough and tender novel of race, class, justice, and the pain of growing up. 
 
The Three Musketeers by Alexandre Dumas 
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*Twelfth Night by William Shakespeare 
 
Uncle Tom's Cabin by Harriet Beecher Stowe 
 
The moving abolitionist novel that fueled the fire of the human rights debate in 1852 and melodramatically 
condemned the institution of slavery through such powerfully realized characters as Tom, Eliza, Topsy, 
Eva, and Simon Legree. First published more than 150 years ago, this monumental work is today being 
reexamined by critics, scholars, and students 
 
Perhaps the most powerful document in the history of American abolitionism, this controversial novel 
goaded thousands of readers to take a stand on the issue of slavery and played a major political and social 
role in the Civil War period. 
 
Vanity Fair by William Makepeace Thackeray  
 
Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf? by Edward Albee 
 
Play in three acts by Edward Albee, published and produced in 1962. The action takes place in the living 
room of a middle-aged couple, George and Martha, who have come home from a faculty party drunk and 
quarrelsome. When Nick, a young biology professor, and his strange wife Honey stop by for a nightcap, 
they are enlisted as fellow fighters, and the battle begins. A long night of malicious games, insults, 
humiliations, betrayals, painful confrontations, and savage witticisms ensues. The secrets of both couples 
are laid bare and illusions are viciously exposed. When, in a climactic moment, George decides to "kill" the 
son they have invented to compensate for their childlessness, George and Martha finally face the truth and, 
in a quiet ending to a noisy play, stand together against the world, sharing their sorrow 
 
 
*A Winter's Tale by William Shakespeare 
 
Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte 
 
One of the greatest novels of passion ever written. Published a year before her death at the age of thirty, 
Emily Brontë’s only novel is  set in the wild, bleak Yorkshire Moors. Depicting the relationship of Cathy 
and Heathcliff, Wuthering Heights creates a world of its own, conceived with an instinct for poetry and for 
the dark depths of human psychology. 
 
 
 
 


